
· 1 ·

Concept note and final agenda

1. Background and context 
Since the last meeting of the International Data 
Alliance for Children on the Move (IDAC) in January 
2023, the world has not become an easier place 
for children to grow up. Millions of children around 
the globe are grappling with the hard truth 
that their homes are no longer safe, as conflict, 
violence and environmental threats destabilize 
their communities. At the end of 2023, there were 
47 million forcibly displaced children around the 
globe according to UNHCR. In that year alone, 
there were an estimated 18.1 million new internal 
displacements of children, more than half of them 
driven by conflict and violence. At the same time, 
the impacts of climate change continue to reshape 
life on the planet, in many cases leaving the most 
vulnerable families with little choice but to abandon 
the life they know in search of a more sustainable 
future. There were 3.1 million children who were 
internally displaced as a consequence of disasters 
at the end of 2023.

Children on the move are among the world’s most 
marginalized populations, often denied their most 
basic rights – health care, nutritious food, clean 
water and proper sanitation, and an education. 
Because these deprivations vary by age, sex, 
migratory status and other key demographic 
characteristics, quality data that reflect these 
details are needed to ensure migrant and displaced 
children receive the appropriate support and 
assistance.

However, the data landscape in this context is 
troublingly limited, and timely, accurate and 
disaggregated data on migrant and displaced 
children are missing at country, regional and 
global levels. When it comes to the most insecure 
subgroups of children on the move – such as those 
who travel unaccompanied – these data gaps are 
particularly pronounced.

In order to adequately support and empower 
children on the move through evidence-based 
policies and programmes, these gaps must be 
addressed. Data producers, data users and 
decision-makers must work hand in hand to 
improve the data landscape through capacity-
building, exchange of good practices, partnerships 
and collective formulation of new approaches 
and innovative methodologies.  Better data on 
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vulnerable and hard-to-reach populations like 
children on the move will contribute to achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals.

In this context, the International Data Alliance 
for Children on the Move (IDAC) and the High 
Commission for Planning, Government of Morocco, 
will organize IDAC’s second annual conference 
in December 2024. The event will gather 
representatives from governments, international 
organizations, academics, civil society, youth and 
other concerned stakeholders working at the nexus 
of migration, displacement and child-specific data 
work to unpack the challenges involved and map 
the way forward.

The International Data Alliance for Children on the 
Move (IDAC) is a cross-sectoral global coalition that 
aims to improve data and statistics and support 
evidence-based policymaking for migrant and 
displaced children. Jointly led by Eurostat, IOM, 
OECD, UNHCR and UNICEF (Secretariat Chair), IDAC 
brings together governments (including experts 
from national statistical offices and migration- and 
displacement-related ministries), international 
and regional organizations, NGOs, think tanks, 
academics, civil society and youth. At the end 
of 2023, IDAC’s membership had surpassed 50, 
including 25 Member States. IDAC work supports 
the implementation of child-related commitments 
under the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Migration, the Global Compact on 
Refugees, the UN Secretary-General’s Action 
Agenda on Internal Displacement and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, ensuring that 
children on the move are included in key global 
dialogues and processes.

2.  Objectives
•	 Take stock of the current data landscape for 

children on the move 

	° What is the national, regional and global 
picture of migration data for children?

	° Where has progress been made 
(methodologically, etc.) since IDAC’s last 
conference ( Jan. 2023)?

	° How and where are quality data being 
collected, analysed, used and shared in 
response to critical areas involving children 
on the move around the globe? 

•	 Address the ongoing challenges and identify 
solutions in order to strengthen data systems 

	° How and where can the global community 
and countries better generate, share and 
utilize data and evidence to realize the 
rights of migrant and displaced children and 
foster sustainable development?

	° What is the youth perspective on these 
challenges and solutions?

•	 Provide a platform for countries to exchange 
ideas and elicit expertise on data systems for 
children on the move

	° How are countries responding to the call for 
better data on children on the move? 

	° What can countries learn from one another 
in terms of experiences, challenges and 
good practices in the production and 
strategic use of data on children on the 
move?

	° Where do we see opportunities for country-
to-country and country-expert collaboration 
on data system strengthening?

•	 Present, discuss and elicit feedback on IDAC’s 
activities

	° How are IDAC resources, public goods 
and technical support helping its 
members to improve data and statistics on 
migrant and displaced children?

	° Where are more concerted or directed 
efforts needed? IDAC priority areas with 
country buy in?

•	 Promote the exchange of ideas, knowledge 
and innovative methodologies and peer-to-
peer learning 

	° How can data producers and users – 
including youth – further collaborate to 
improve child-specific data in the migration 
and displacement context?

3.  Expected outcomes 
•	 Further build awareness and deepen data 

producers and users understanding of 
the current state of data and statistics 
on children on the move, deepening the 
commitment to data systems strengthening, 
policymaking and programming for children on 
the move

•	 Improve understanding of recent and 
emerging data methodologies, tools and 
solutions to fill in existing data gaps on 
children on the move

•	 Identify challenges and establish concrete 
steps towards better data for children on 
the move, towards realizing the Global Pledge 
Towards Better Data, and responding to current 
crises involving migration and displacement 

•	 Identify the technical support needs of 
countries and link them to available providers 
from the IDAC network

•	 Examine and enhance the availability of 
critical public goods (guidance materials, 
data tools and methodologies, etc.) aimed at 
improving child-specific data collection, analysis, 
sharing and use

•	 Continue to build peer-to-peer learning, 
networks, partnerships and exchange of 

ideas to improve data systems concerning 
migrant and displaced children with current 
IDAC members and partners and potential new 
ones

4.  Resources
Please visit IDAC’s website for key documents 
related to IDAC work and data on children on the 
move, including publications mentioned in the 
agenda.
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Day 1 – Monday, 2 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

08:30 – 
09:00

Registration/welcome coffee

09:00 – 
10:00

Opening remarks
CONTINUED CRISES, CONTINUED NEED FOR DATA 
TO PROTECT CHILDREN ON THE MOVE
Government of Morocco
European Union
UNICEF
Youth activist

Moderator: 
Mr. Tarek Abou Chabake, 
Chief Statistician, UNHCR

Speakers:
Dr. Ayache Khellaf, Secretary General 
of High Commission for Planning (HCP), 
Government of Morocco
Mr. Daniele Dotto, Deputy Head of 
Delegation of the European Union to Morocco
Mr. Marc Vincent, Representative, UNICEF 
Morocco on behalf of IDAC Secretariat
Mr. Motaz Amer, Youth Activist

10:00 – 
11:00

Plenary session 1
CHILDREN ON THE MOVE AND TODAY’S DATA 
ECOSYSTEM
•	 Current data and noteworthy trends about 

children on the move
•	 Progress check and IDAC work: New and 

noteworthy data work developments and 
trends since IDAC last met ( Jan. 2023)

•	 Soft launch of the IDAC website
•	 EU partnership (launch video)
•	 IDAC work
•	 4 WGs and chairs

Moderator: 
Ms. Cécile Thoreau, Data and Policy Analyst, 
OECD

Speakers:
Mr. Piotr Juchno, Team Leader, The 
Statistical Office of the European Union 
(Eurostat)
Ms. Lucia Hug, Statistics and Monitoring 
Specialist, UNICEF, Data & Analytics, (DAPM)
Mr. Taehohn Lee, Data Innovation and 
Capacity Development Officer, IOM
Mr. Tarek Abou Chabake, Chief Statistician, 
UNHCR

WG Chairs round of introductions
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Day 1 – Monday, 2 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

11:00 – 
11:15

Coffee break (15 minutes)

11:15 – 
12:45

Plenary session 2
DEEP DIVE INTO THE DATA GAPS AND SOLUTIONS 
FOR MOST VULNERABLE CHILDREN
This session aims to address data gaps and 
explore solutions to enhance the collection, 
analysis, and use of data on vulnerable 
children on the move, focusing on challenges, 
opportunities, and good practices to improve 
data-driven responses and protection measures 
globally.

Moderator: 
Mr. Omar Moussa Ali, Director of 
Demographic and Social Statistics, Institute of 
Statistics of Djibouti (INSTAD) 

Speakers:
Ms. Andrea García Borja, Missing Migrants 
Project Officer, IOM
Dr. Gabriella Sanchez, Research Fellow, 
Georgetown University
Ms. Hyunju Park, Statistics and Data Analysis 
Officer, UNHCR
Mr. Piotr Juchno, Team Leader, Eurostat
Ms. Cécile Thoreau, Data and Policy Analyst, 
OECD
Mr. Athanasios C. Thanopoulos, President, 
Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT)

12:45 – 
13:45

Lunch

13:45 – 
15:15

Special focus session 1
CRITICAL CONCERNS: DATA ISSUES FOR CHILDREN 
WHO HAVE BEEN INTERNALLY DISPLACED WITH 
A SPECIAL SEGMENT ON CHILDREN IMPACTED BY 
CLIMATE MOBILITY
This session aims to identify key data challenges 
and gaps in tracking and supporting internally 
displaced children, particularly in the context 
of climate change, and to explore approaches 
for improving data accuracy and availability to 
address their vulnerabilities.

Summary of key insights of new IDAC report, 
Climate Mobility and Childhood: Examining the 
risks, closing the data and evidence gaps for 
children on the move

Moderator: 
Mr. Jasper Linke, Assessment Specialist, 
IMPACT Initiatives (Co-chair, IDAC WG#3)

Speakers:
Ms. Christelle Cazabat, Head of 
Programmes, IDMC (Co-chair, IDAC WG #3)
Mr. Geofrey Akor, Migration Focal Person, 
National Bureau of Statistics, Government of  
Nigeria
Ms. Mirjam Kuschnitzki, Regional Adviser, 
JIPS
Dr. Sebastian Palmas, Migration and 
Displacement Data Specialist, UNICEF, Data & 
Analytics (DAPM)
Dr. Josiah Kaplan, Child Protection Specialist, 
UNICEF Office of Research

15:15 – 
15:30

Coffee break

Day 1 – Monday, 2 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

15:30 – 
17:00

Parallel session A
IDAC WORKING GROUPS: IMPROVING 
COORDINATION AND EXCHANGING PERSPECTIVES
This session captures the four IDAC working 
groups' achievements, challenges and plans, 
inviting participants to contribute and interact 
with working group chairs.

SMALL GROUP BREAK-OUT SESSION

A.1: Working Group 1 – Data capacity 
strengthening
A.2: Working Group 2 – Indicators and data
A.3: Working Group 3 – Data availability on 
internally displaced children
A.4: Working Group 4 – Collaboration on 
innovative methods

WG chairs report back on: what is working, what 
needs to be done, critical areas needing focus/
support.

Moderator: 
Mr. Piotr Juchno, Team Leader, Eurostat

Group facilitators
WG #1 – Mr. Apostolos Kasapis, Director – 
President’s Office, Hellenic Statistical Authority 
(ELSTAT)
WG #2 – Mr. Diego Iturralde, Chief 
Director, Demography and Population 
Statistics, Statistics South Africa & Ms. Karima 
Belhaj, Chief, Population Policy Monitoring 
Department, High Commission for Planning, 
Government of Morocco
WG #3 – Ms. Christelle Cazabat, Head of 
Programmes, IDMC, and Mr. Jasper Linke, 
Assessment Specialist, IMPACT Initiatives 
WG #4 – Mr. Manuel Garcia-Herranz, Data 
Science Specialist, UNICEF Frontier Data & 
William Low, Save the Children International

18:00 – 
20:00

Networking soirée

Day 2 – Tuesday, 3 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

09:00 – 
10:30

Plenary session 3
MOROCCO KEYNOTE
This sessions examines efforts to build an 
integrated and harmonized information system 
on international migration in Morocco.

Testimonies and feedback from 3 field actors 
(migrant relays) who contributed to the 2024 
Population and Housing Census round in 
Morocco will be highlighted.

Moderator: 
Ms. Karima Lahrach-Maynard, Child 
Protection Programme Officer, UNICEF 
Morocco  

Speakers:
Mr. Mohamed Mghari, Regional Director 
of Planning, High Commission for Planning 
(HCP), Government of Morocco
Mr. Abdoulah Kounaté, Census Facilitator
Ms. Nisrine Chamallakh, Census Facilitator
Ms. Hélène Yamta, Census Facilitator

10:30 – 
10:45

Coffee Break
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Day 2 – Tuesday, 3 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

10:45 – 
12:15

Special focus session 2
BUILDING TRUST, PROTECTION, AND ETHICS IN 
MIGRATION DATA FOR AND WITH YOUTH
The objective of this session is to highlight 
the critical role of youth, who comprise 31% 
of international migrants, in migration and 
policymaking by advancing inclusive, data-driven 
policies, promoting digital transformation, and 
ensuring the representation of marginalized and 
vulnerable children and youth in decision-making 
processes.

Moderator: 
Ms. Khadija Amahal, Development and 
Wellbeing Lead, MYCP
Mr. Denys Yeromenko, Representative to 
the MYCP Youth Committee on Migration and 
Displacement Data

Speakers:
Ms. Milena Franke, Co-Director, MYCP
Mr. Christian Baobab Mukanirwa, Refugee 
Education Council and former MYCP/UNICEF 
Youth on the Move Fellow
Dr. Asma Nairi, MENA Regional Manager, 
International Detention Coalition (IDC)
Dr. Sri Hari Govind, MYCP Youth Committee 
and Migration Health Lead
Mr. Elijah Akoi Makuei, Co-Founder of Lift 
Me Up Initiative and former MYCP/UNICEF 
Youth on the Move Fellow
Ms. Salsabila Rashid, Representative 
of Youth Committee on Migration and 
Displacement Data

12:15 – 
13:15

Lunch

13:15 – 
14:45

Plenary session 4
BETTER DATA AROUND THE WORLD: GOOD 
PRACTICES IN DATA SYSTEMS AND CAPACITY 
STRENGTHENING
This session explores effective practices and 
challenges in strengthening data systems and 
age-based disaggregation to enhance decision-
making and targeted support for migrant and 
displaced children.

Moderator: 
Mr. Taehohn Lee, Data Innovation Capacity 
Development Officer, IOM

Speakers:
Ms. Aina Helen Saetre, Statistics and Data 
Officer, UNHCR
Mr. Charles Ogolla, Head of Statistics, IGAD
Ms. Helen Laetita Namirembe, Director, 
Population and Social Statistics, Uganda 
Bureau of Statistics 
Mr. Slobodan Karanović, Project Manager, 
EU Support to Migration Management in 
Serbia – Reception and
protection services III, Commissariat for 
Refugees and Migration of the Republic of 
Serbia
Omar Moussa Ali, Director of Demographic 
and Social Statistics, Institute of Statistics of 
Djibouti (INSTAD)

14:45 – 
15:00

Coffee break

Day 2 – Tuesday, 3 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

15:00 – 
17:00

World café
IDAC MEMBER AND PARTNER SHOWCASE: DATA 
WORK AND PUBLIC GOODS FOR CHILDREN ON 
THE MOVE
This session brings together countries, 
stakeholders, and youth to exchange ideas, and 
enhance collaboration on data on children on the 
move. It aims to gather feedback on IDAC’s latest 
guidance and tools, foster learning and promote 
synergies, while breaking silos in data production 
and use.

7 booths:

•	 Terminologies
•	 Data disaggregation and child-specific 

indicators
•	 Capacity-building
•	 Filling the data gaps for children on the move 

with models
•	 Data on children on the move from 

humanitarian multi-sectoral needs 
assessments

•	 Partnerships for children on the move: 
EGRISS 

•	 Consultations on the IDAC Data Gateway  

Moderator: 
Mr. Jean-Christophe Dumont, Head of the 
International Migration Division, OECD

7 Booths for Q&A:
Mr. Jebilson Raja Joslin, Migration and 
Displacement Data and Research Analyst, 
UNICEF
Dr. Sebastian Palmas, Migration and 
Displacement Data Specialist, UNICEF, Data & 
Analytics (DAPM)
Mr. Apostolos Kasapis, Director – President’s 
Office, Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT)
Ms. Hyunju Park, Statistics and Data Analysis 
Officer, UNHCR
Mr. Fausto Spiga, Protection Specialist, 
IMPACT Initiatives,
Mr. Jasper Linke, Assessment Specialist, 
IMPACT Initiatives
Ms. Aina Helen Saetre, Statistics and Data 
Analysis Officer, UNHCR
Ms. Viviana Canon Tamayo, Programme 
Specialist, UNICEF DAPM
Mr. Daniele Olivotti, Information 
Communication Technology Specialist, UNICEF 
DAPM

Day 3 – Wednesday, 4 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

09.00 – 
10.15

Special focus session 3
OUT OF THE BOX: INNOVATION AND DATA FOR 
CHILDREN ON THE MOVE
This session explores how data collection 
practices can leverage and contribute to the 
development of innovative technologies, ensuring 
inclusivity and addressing the invisibilities and 
inequalities in migration data, especially for 
children on the move.

Moderators: 
Mr. Manuel Garcia-Herranz, Data Science 
Specialist, UNICEF Frontier Data, (Co-Chair, 
IDAC WG#4)
Ms. Melinda van Zyl, Global Lead, Migration 
and Displacement, Save the Children 
International (Co-Chair, IDAC WG#4)

Speakers:
Ms. Chloe Sydney, Global 4Mi and Data 
Coordinator, Mixed Migration Centre
Mr. Fausto Spiga, Protection Assessment 
Specialist, IMPACT Initiatives
Mr. Apostolos Kasapis, Director – President’s 
Office, Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT)
Ms. Viviana Canon Tamayo, Programme 
Specialist, UNICEF Frontier Data
Mr. William Low, Program Lead, Digital 
Solutions, Save the Children International
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Day 3 – Wednesday, 4 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

10:15 – 
10:30

Coffee break (15 minutes)

10:30 – 
12:00

Plenary session 5
THE DYNAMICS OF DATA, POLICY AND ACTION: 
PUTTING THE NUMBERS TO WORK
This session examines the interplay between 
research, data production, and policymaking on 
children on the move, highlighting examples from 
civil society, academia, and policy engagement to 
inform an effective IDAC data policy strategy.

Moderator: 
Ann Singleton, Reader in Migration Policy, 
University of Bristol

Speakers:
Dr. Samuel Okyere, Senior Lecturer in 
Sociology, University of Bristol
Mr. Francisco Javier Gonzalez Prado, 
Sociologist, Master in Public Policy, National 
Statistics Institute of Chile
Dr. Gabriella Sanchez, Research Fellow, 
Georgetown University
Ms. Manar Hasan Suliman Al Jokh, 
Statistician, Department of Statistics of Jordan

12:00 – 
13:00

Lunch

13:00 – 
14:15

Plenary session 6
RENEWING THE IDAC MISSION, 
REALIZING ITS VISION
This session examines the EU partnership IDAC  
work plan (2024–2026), facilitating a group 
discussion/interactive session to seek feedback.

Moderator: 
Mr. Jean-Christophe Dumont, Head of the 
International Migration Division, OECD

Speakers:
Dr. Petra Nahmias, Chief of Population and 
Social Statistics Section, UNESCAP, Chair of 
IDAC Advisory Board
Ms. Kyriaki Kalimeri, Senior Research 
Consultant, UNICEF Frontier Data
Mr. Diego Iturralde, Chief Director, 
Demography and Population Statistics, 
Statistics South Africa 
Ms. Karima Belhaj, Population Policy 
Monitoring Department, High Commission for 
Planning, Government of Morocco
Mr. Jasper Linke, Assessment Specialist, 
IMPACT Initiatives
Mr. Manuel Garcia-Herranz, Data Science 
Specialist, UNICEF Frontier Data

14:15 – 
14:30

Coffee break

Day 3 – Wednesday, 4 December 2024
TIME SESSION SPEAKERS

14:30 – 
15:45

Plenary session 7
EXPERT’S CORNER – THE WAY FORWARD
This session aims to identify the key takeaways 
from the conference, summarizing insights 
on challenges, opportunities, and practical 
solutions for data on migrant and displaced 
children, and to outline actionable steps and 
strategic directions for advancing data-informed 
policymaking and collaborative efforts moving 
forward.

Moderator: 
Mr. Diego Iturralde, Chief Director, 
Demography and Population Statistics, 
Statistics South Africa

Speakers:
Mr. Tarek Abou Chabake, Chief Statistician, 
UNHCR
Ms. Ann Singleton, Reader in Migration 
Policy, University of Bristol
Ms. Tasha Gill, Global Lead on Migration and 
Displacement, UNICEF

15:45 – 
16:00

Closing remarks
This session formally concludes the conference 
by expressing gratitude, sharing reflections 
from key partners, and reinforcing commitments 
to advancing data and policy for migrant and 
displaced children while fostering continued 
collaboration and future initiatives.

Chair: 
Mr. Jean-Christophe Dumont, 
Head of the International Migration Division, 
OECD

Speakers:
Mr. Mohamed Mghari, Regional Director 
of Planning, High Commission for Planning 
(HCP), Government of Morocco
Ms. Laura Palatini, Chief of Mission, IOM 
Morocco
Mr. Marc Vincent, Representative, UNICEF 
Morocco
Mr. François Reybet-Degat, Representative, 
UNHCR Morocco

16:00 – 
18:00

INTERNAL IDAC SECRETARIAT MEMBERS MEETING
Looking back, looking ahead/Reflect on
conference outcome

Moderator: 
Mr. Piotr Juchno, Team Leader, Eurostat
IDAC Secretariat Member
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